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FROM THE EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
Finally, we have been able to achieve what looked impossible just a few weeks ago with the timely publication of  
this edition, thanks to our Publishers, University Press Plc. This is the benefit of  the partnership that we started 
to build barely three years ago and we are pleased at the way it is gradually being consolidated. We owe the 
success largely to the efforts of  Ms Bose Shaba and her team at the New Horizon. On behalf  of  the Editorial 
Board, I would like to give a well-deserved  thank you to UP Plc for their support as partners to NIFST, while 
being confident that increasing efforts will be made to meet deadlines on a continuing basis.
Of  the four improvement platforms set at the beginning of  the tenure of  this Editorial Board as the genuine 
‘transformation agenda’ for our academic journal, NIFOJ and other publications of  the Institute, namely (1) 
Upgrading the editorial process and quality, (2) Changing the Publication Model as we gradually move to com-
bine with Open Access Publishing, (3) Enhancing the Visibility, Patronage and Impact, and (4) Developing an 
Economic Model for Sustainability of  the Journal, I must thank Council for all the support which has enabled 
us to creatively and substantially achieve (1) and (2) part of  which is approving that we put together another 
Seminar on Scientific Writing and Presentation Skills as one of  the Plenary sessions during the forthcoming 37th 
Annual Conference holding during Abuja 2013.  I must also seize this opportunity to appreciate the part that the 
TETFund grant received played in the modest strides made on (3) above, with many institutional libraries in the 
country now subscribing to the Journal and manuscript submissions as well as requests for copies of  the Journal 
now coming from outside the country.
As we reflect on the latter and indeed the challenge of  how the output of  our developmental research will 
be able to significantly impact the local industry and whether the traditional communication gaps have been 
bridged, we must conclude that we still have a long way to go, but can stand proud that, against all odds, we are 
leaving a worthy legacy to the next generation of  NIFSTERs. 
So which way forward? It is my opinion that genuine commitment to service by NIFSTERs at all levels, es-
pecially in cooperation with the Editorial Board, will be critical. It is no longer acceptable that we should only 
continue to bemoan our challenges as scientists; rather, we are expected to be more creative, unrelenting and 
focused on harnessing our vast resources across the country and the immense opportunities in local and global 
collaborative and inter-institutional efforts. This is the way for us to make the necessary impact for the benefit 
of  our industry members and ultimately for our overall economic development and an increased contribution of  
the food manufacturing sector to the Gross Domestic Product, which has been declining in recent years.
I would like to thank all members of  the Editorial Board for their support, and indeed our esteemed reviewers 
who have been part of  the modest achievements we have made during the last three years. For me, it has been 
a great privilege to serve as Editor-in-Chief  of  NIFOJ during this period, from October 2010 – October 2013. 
So, I welcome you all to this edition of  NIFOJ Vol. 31(2) 2013.
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